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Building interdisciplinary excellence — the 2025 LAB-SPHERE cohort!

LAB-SPHERE took place for the 6th time this year! We hosted 13 participants from 11 different
countries across four continents. For the first time, we achieved an almost even distribution between
laboratory scientists and medical doctors.
This is a balance that has been the goal of the
course since its inception! This mixture of
different professional backgrounds
contributed to very productive discussions
that allowed for examining the same
challenges and exercises from different
perspectives!

Over the years, our research group has
grown stronger and more stable, which
means we can now build on the experience
of long-standing members. Some who once
joined as participants in LAB-SPHERE are B
today sharing their knowledge as lecturers, Group picture with participants and lecturers.

passing it on to the next generation. The

practical sessions were, as usual, among the most engaging, showing the power of in-person learning.
The visit to the BSL4 and the activities with the mobile laboratories remain the highlight of the course,
consistently rated as the best experiences in our evaluations. A big appreciation also goes to the lectures
on ethics and social science methodologies, which are
relatively unconventional in a course focused on
laboratory activities. This remains the signature of
LAB-SPHERE and makes us proud every year: a lab
course with an unconventional lab content!

Though, also this year, two of the participants could
not attend the course because they were unable to
obtain a VISA. We are profoundly discouraged by the
restrictions imposed by borders that limit the right to
education for people eager to learn from specific parts
of the globe. A total of five participants received their
VISA on the very last possible day to reach the course
in time, which also created an organisational complication for the team, who until the very last minute
were unsure whether there would be a sufficient number of participants to establish the cohort. We are
happy that four of the participants will also stay an additional week in Hamburg to attend ECTMIH
2025. This will allow us to further strengthen our bonds and eventually identify areas for collaboration
in the near future.

Practice during the mobile laboratories’session.

We want to thank the iACE for the support received during the
preparation for LAB-SPHERE and VdF, Panadea diagnostics,
GLOHRA and the German Federal Foreign Office for the financial
support provided to guarantee the participation of applicants from low-
and middle-income countries. Dr Olivette Totsofosy participated in
LAB-SPHERE following her award at the CCSM II, the biennial
conference on schistosomiasis held in Madagascar. In 2026, the next
edition of CCSM will take place, and we look forward to hosting in
Hamburg the next awardee of the conference.

Inscriptions for LAB-SPHERE will open again in January, and we are
eager to begin the next journey and welcome the 7th cohort in Hamburg
in September 2026!
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