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Perspective from a Malagasy researcher and physician on the situation in Madagascar

Recent political developments in Madagascar have drawn significant international attention. The youth-
led protests that began on 25" of September 2025 were driven by widespread frustration over
corruption, limited access to water and electricity, and deteriorating living conditions. Following several
weeks of demonstrations and divisions within the armed forces, the ex-president Andry Rajoelina left
the country between 12" and 14" of October 2025.

On 17" of October 2025, Colonel Michael
Randrianirina was sworn in as interim president. A
new transitional government was announced on 28"
of October 2025, marking a new and maybe also
uncertain chapter for the country.

While the political situation has dominated headlines,
far less attention has been paid to its impact on the
health system, which remains among the most fragile
in the region. Madagascar continues to face deep
systemic challenges. The younger generation has
called for improved access to education, health care,
clean water, and electricity, alongside demands for
human rights and good governance. Within the
medical community, physicians have voiced growing
concern about deteriorating hospital conditions, ~ Logo used by the young Malagasy people during the
shortages of essential supplies, and the declining protest.

quality of basic care.

The situation is even more concerning in rural areas, where access to health services remains extremely
limited. In many districts, patients must walk for several hours to reach a primary care facility, often
equipped with minimal resources and, if fortunate, staffed by a single health professional.

Although some have questioned the democratic legitimacy of the recent political transition, it is worth
recalling that the change in leadership in 2009 also took place under exceptional circumstances. The
current transition, while abrupt, may provide an opportunity to address longstanding governance and
institutional challenges if managed inclusively.

At this critical juncture, continued engagement with Madagascar is essential. International and regional
partners are encouraged to:

* Maintain dialogue and coordination with national health authorities.

* Support the procurement and delivery of essential medicines and vaccines.

» Sustain public health and vaccination campaigns, particularly in remote areas.

Interruptions in this support would risk widening existing health inequities and reversing fragile gains
achieved over recent years. Ensuring the continuity of essential services, particularly maternal and child
health, immunization, and infectious disease surveillance, should remain a shared priority. This period
of uncertainty could also serve as a moment of renewal. It offers an opportunity to strengthen national
institutions, reinforce the integrity of governance systems, and rebuild public confidence in the state.

There remains reason for cautious optimism. A new generation of Malagasy citizens, informed,
engaged, and resilient, is calling for reform through peaceful means. Their commitment represents hope
for a more equitable, transparent, and sustainable future for Madagascar.
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