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World NTD-Day: About the power of art and international cooperation 

 

Neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) are a group of 21 conditions that are tightly interconnected 

with poverty-related factors such as insufficient water, sanitation and hygiene infrastructure or 

malnutrition. Often vectors such as mosquitos or fresh water snails are included in their 

lifecycles. These conditions mainly, but not only, occur in tropical and subtropical regions of 

the world. However, modifications in infection patterns due to climate change and worldwide 

travel movements show that the fight against NTDs is not a localised, but a global challenge.  

 

On the 30th of January, the global health community celebrates the World NTD Day and the 

RG Implementation Research actively contributed this year to the celebrations all around the 

day, as traditionally done. The whole group engaged in international activities from Germany 

to Italy and Madagascar, with a strong involvement of global youth advocates for NTDs. 

Representing the German network for NTDs in Italy, Daniela presented at a three days NTD 

event organised in Bologna by the Italian NTD network. In Madagascar, Noëla took part in a 

two-days’ workshop organised by the NTD commission of the Ministry of Health. Besides 

these formal activities, Noëla and Alexandra organised a lecture about NTDs at the Art Therapy 

of the University Hospital Mahajanga, where participants had the possibility to incorporate 

their newly learned knowledge into their artworks afterwards. In Mahajanga, the actual World 

NTD Day celebration came a bit later than planned after Cyclone Fytia swept through 

Madagascar at the end of January. Together with local partners from C-Care/Lab and APSIAN, 

an awareness event for both community members and medical professionals was organized. To 

make the day even more interactive, it was wrapped up with a fun game and quiz that brought 

plenty of smiles and laughter! The event turned into a truly energizing and memorable moment 

for everyone involved and was very well received. Rivo (Univeristy Fianarantsoa) and 

Mandranto (CICM, University Antananarivo) promoted a social media campaign through a 

video about NTDs in Madagascar.  

 

Pia furthermore engaged in international activities. In the month before the NTD day, she 

participated in the organisation of an art competition together with Ethiopian NTD-youth 

organisation Alert Gursha, Ethiopian Artist Solomon Kifle and the German Society for Tropical 

Medicine, Travel Medicine and Global Health together with its European counterpart 

FESTMIH. The art competition was a great success and artists from nine countries from all 

over the world participated! 

 

Bringing all these elements home to Hamburg, the RG Implementation Research hosted a panel 

discussion and a vernissage of the art pieces from the competition in the historic trade city area 

of Hamburg on the evening of the 30th, sponsored by the DZIF. This event brought together the 

expertise of four key actors in the field of NTDs: Jürgen May (BNITM & DZIF), Jutta 

Reinhard-Rupp (FIND), Melissa Scharwey (MSF) and Jennifer Seel (BMZ). The panellists 

discussion highlighted that global health advances are stagnating under current international 

and national dynamics, however, despite these hardships, the fight against NTDs remains a 

vital element in the featured organisations agendas. The global art exhibition further added the 

perspective of stigma and expressed feelings about NTDs, showcasing how many dimensions 

are pivotal in the fight against these broad range of conditions.  

 

Last but not least, Jana, Daniela and Pia participated at the traditional fireplace chat at the 

Bundestag in Berlin organised by the German networks for NTDs bringing together policy 

makers, politicians and scientists at a forum for discussion to talk about NTDs. 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/cicmmada_scientificleadership-cicm-madagascar-activity-7424572173668864000-Dwmp?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADkeDA4BNUjS1d6sJZHm_yAxcUcvfGvAYfE
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/cicmmada_scientificleadership-cicm-madagascar-activity-7424572173668864000-Dwmp?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADkeDA4BNUjS1d6sJZHm_yAxcUcvfGvAYfE
https://www.dzif.de/de/event/welttag-der-vernachlaessigten-tropenkrankheiten-2026-unsichtbare-realitaeten-kunst-politik
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And here are a couple of impressions from the NTD Day from all over the world! 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 


