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Public health and implementation research in action – Mpox in Madagascar 

 
During my research stay in Madagascar, an unexpected public health 

event shaped both my field experience and the direction of research 

activities. Following a short Christmas break abroad, my return to 

Madagascar coincided with the reporting of the first ever cases of mpox 

in Madagascar in an outbreak.  

Already upon the arrival at the airport, the atmosphere reflected the 

growing concern in light of the situation: airport personnel and doctors 

wearing full-body safety suits and face masks, taking temperatures of 

passengers and distributing disinfectant. Initially reminding me of the 

COVID-19-times, these measures marked the beginning of 

Madagascar’s first encounter with mpox. By May 2026, around 2,500 

cases had been reported nationwide. This period provided the rare 

opportunity for me to observe, in real time, how local and regional health 

systems mobilize in an epidemic outbreak.  

Interestingly, at the community level, information regarding mpox spread through a conversation at the 

market or on the street, or via social media like Facebook. Alongside official messaging from the 

ministry of health, misinformation and rumours began to circulate, highlighting the central role of risk 

communication and community engagement in public health situations. To support the regional health 

authorities, and contribute to the public health response, we supported the development and 

dissemination of educational materials intended to improve the understanding of mpox among the 

population in the most affected region: Boeny. Observing these activities showed the complexity of 

translating public health recommendations into community-level action while maintaining public trust 

during this rapidly evolving situation.  

At the same time, the outbreak of mpox created the 

context for launching the “Community-based Boeny 

Mpox Prevention Program” (CoBoPox) in March 2026. 

Together with our local partners, we contributed to the 

development of two studies aimed at supporting the 

public health response. The first study focused on 

assessing knowledge, perceptions, information channels 

and vaccine willingness of the general population. 

Particular attention was given to how people accessed 

information about mpox, which sources they trusted and 

how misinformation may have shaped attitudes towards 

vaccination and prevention. The findings are intended to 

contribute to more effective health communication in the 

future. 

A major milestone in the national mpox response was the introduction of the 

mpox vaccination campaign in late March 2026. Beyond its importance as a 

containment strategy, the rollout also provided insight into the 

implementation of vaccination programs during an active outbreak. Given 

our group’s previous involvement in HPV vaccination implementation in 

Madagascar, observing similarities and differences in vaccine delivery, 

community engagement, and public acceptance was of particular interest. 

The second CoBoPox study therefore happened during the vaccination 

rollout and explored vaccine acceptance and factors influencing uptake 

among eligible populations. Together, both studies aim to support evidence-

based public health decision-making and inform future vaccination 

strategies in Madagascar and comparable settings.  

Posters on mpox in the CSBs. 

Our interviewers after their training for the CoBoPox 

study. 

Presenting CoBoPox at the 

SEEG community training in 

Mahajanga. 
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Overall, my experience in Madagascar extended beyond the planned research work, and evolved into 

direct engagement with a major public health emergency. This experience provided valuable practical 

exposure to outbreak response, vaccine implementation, risk communication and field-based research 

during and emerging infectious disease event. At the same time, it highlighted the importance of 

integrating social and behavioral research into epidemic preparedness to better understand community 

perceptions and strengthen public health interventions.  

 

 

 


