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One Health Prize 2026: One Health is an implementation mandate! 

 

On the evening of May 19th, the Franco-German University (DFH) and the Fondation Mérieux 

presented the international “One Health” science award in Lyon. It was the second time that 

this award was given, following the initial opening in 2022. 

Our group members Pia Rausche and Dr. med. Jean-Marc Kutz have 

been awarded as one of the winner tandems of this prestigious award! 

The price was given for the tandem’s work at the intersection of 

neglected infectious diseases and cervical cancer prevention. Together, 

they have notably contributed to generating the first data on the co-

occurrence of female genital schistosomiasis and human 

papillomavirus infection in an unvaccinated population in Madagascar. 

Furthermore, they advanced the level of awareness and understanding 

of these diseases in the country, which remain largely unknown, both 

among the general population and healthcare professionals. The tandem 

was additionally awarded for their contribution to multi-sectoral 

projects of the RG Implementation Research such as RESAMP and 

nutriMAD which contextualized innovative One Health approaches to 

vector control and malnutrition.  

The One Health Prize 2026 was awarded in the scope 

of the festivities around the 60th anniversary of the 

International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) 

in front of more than 1,300 attendees representing the 

scientific, political, and business communities. The 

award was handed over by the funding agencies of 

the price in the presence of IARC director Dr 

Elisabete Weiderpass: the Fondation Mérieux, 

represented by its president Alain Mérieux, and the 

DFH, represented by its president Philippe Gréciano. 

Among the many memorable moments of these days was 

the panel discussion with the co-laureates of the price 

Ines Schreiver (German Federal Institute for Risk 

Assessment, Berlin) and Milena Förster (IARC), which 

were awarded for their research on the potential long-

term cancer risk associated with tattoos. Facilitated 

through a kick-off presentation about both tandems’ areas 

of research, the discussion provided a lively exchange on 

research, cooperation, and Franco-German synergies. 

It was a fruitful 

experience and many new and old connections with the 

group’s collaborating partner at the IARC were fostered. We 

are looking forward to our upcoming projects! 
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